10/29/70 

Dear Gary, 

Med and I were up until 3*30. It took lae another half-hour or so to fall asleep. 

I had to get up at 6:30 to be uure he was off in tine to catch a much earlier plane tlian 
he had told me (andl have just ^ard that all the airports are socked in), so 1 really 
ought not be -ifriting now but should be taking a nap. Except in clarifying tilings tlxLs was 
a counte, -productive meeting, only in jiart because there was none today because he had 
clianged his plans before getting liere. instead of not having to get to MIC by 4, wiiich was 
his original schedule, he now is supposed to be there at noon. 

in any even, my central purpose is to give you some understand of th, present situation 
and of Med and Ms attitudes, as ho understands them and as he does not. It is and I exviect 
you to keep it confidential. If I did not depend upon tMa I would neither write you nor 
b^ as blunt as I will be. And if I am not, I am not honest, not Ms friend. 

The disturbance 1 felt after Ms phone call of Teuaday Mght, about wMch I oMded 
you because^ he had invokeu you as one authority and I then got a letter from you in wMoh 
you really aaid you know notliing a bout the book, is more tiian justified, I’lie instinctive 
conclusions I reached are pracisely accurate, and he not only admits is but actually believes 
what he seeks to assert is aiunatter of right. He had changed both Mn opncept of the joint 
project and Ms role in it, uMlateiHly, He lias canged the doctrine and focus of the book 
(and never did understand its central tlieme and purposes, wMch he has also lateied). And he 
has decided that Ms is the only dependable judgement in virtually all areas. As a consequence 
of these and other tilings that were immediately clear, I had to address them and Ms attitudes 
with the bluntness of wMch you know me capable. 

There is and he in part soon admitted an ego involvement. After some time I asked 
hiaiihow I'jany people he knew who would sit and listen to what he was saying for as long as 
had without asking him to consider whether or not he was a bit arrogant U did uirderotate 
it). His response was he supposed he was and he guessed Ms ons ior is tliat was Ms riglit, 

1 c.'.n't, of course, go into all of our discussions, and all I oeui try and do is give 
you a taste of their real flavor because you are Ms friend and I tMiik you should jiUiderstand 
these things, I also an Ms friend, and I think after a rather unpleasant interlude of some 
length it finally got through to Mm tiiat my purpose was to prevent him doing what he 
-■ould later regret and miglit, perhaps, find difficult to live with. 

Ho was astoundingly selfish and never thought of aiiytMng but Ms position and 
interests, For example, tiiore was tMa big spiel about laying Ms tlieais aside aua wlmt 
kind of great sacrifice tliat is. After he went on and on about tMs for a wMle I asked him 
to equate that with what had put into tMs buforo ha even know about it and tlion asked if 
he iiad since our a,greeraent put in as muon time us 1 liave. '..'hat !ia lias woitten is two rbuys 
..ork for me. Among other tMngs, 1 have done the enormously tedious job of repaging a book 
longer than Bpatein's, in both wordage and pages, and tnat is only about a tMrd of tMs 
necessary chore, Eventually I might have done it anyway, but a largo part would not have 
been necessary without Ms proposal and my aoceutance. Even when ho became aware of tMa he 
shrugged it off by, saying I'd liave done it anyway. Hot so. Possibly, maybe probably, but 
not necessarily, 1 d not have done it with the intensity 1 liave, Mil would not have done 
her part as rapidly as she has (wMch means a number of real sacrifices by her), I'd not 
have done it at the cost of neglecting important personal needs tliat confront me at tMs 
moment. It is, of course, irrelevant, but wliat I am addressing is Ms selfishnes, wiiich he 
neither intends nor understands, and Ms concept of self, whicli is more lost on Mm, 

^ has an exalted concept of Ms abilities, capabilities and slMllai, one of Ms 
understanding tliat is exaggerated at best, and is entirely unaware of Ms limitations or 
that regardless of Ma intelligence and any skils he does liave, are an inevitable by— picduct 
of the short time ho has had an interest in the field. To give you one example, anu it ea o 
mean notliing to you until you have road tM new last part of the book, he thinks it at 
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One new and unacceptable provision he has added is that everything is conditional 
not only on hia getting a pubUshing contract but tliat it be accompanied by an advance 
of *10,000 put in escrow* ^ liasn(t yet understood what tiiis neans, and I had detected what 
it does earUer and had addressed it in a different way. '■'■his is tho rough and possibly 
(as he clearly undors'tood^ inadequate estimate of printing 5»d00 copies oi one iinished 
complete, unabridged work, iiis oi’iginal proposal was tliat ho was vfilling to mctlce this ^ 
investment in it if, in return, he coi0.u bring out a condensed popularization of it. i'liis 
new formulaUon is that he will be insiired against having to spend a cent of his own money, 

^md, Lioreovor, tiiat 1 an hung up and immobile for as much as laoro tJian a year, ^-egardless 
of any developnents, those that ciigiit reopiiro innediato availability of t he content. He 
hadn't thought of the possibilitios tliat are available that he admitted mi£pit in themselves 
be worth tto-s surndto tema of what fio seeks. ^ admitted, for example, tiiat a major 

s'tory in the New fork fines on tho content of the book, its new e'vidence, he 'would consider 
ifurth tills. But not to the extent tliat he would consider changing this new and remarkable 
iioruture condition, one I'd never have accepted to with and can t now, I then spent 

much tine with liim doing tiie si pie arithmetic he haM t even thought of, and of trying to 
explain how OdD liad brought this financial disaster down upon themselves by a similar and 
really irratioiiiil attitude, 'Jo had agr..cd that th- book had to seil for no mor;: tium five 
doli-ars. V.'ith a ten percent average royalty, for there are some books that earn no royalty, 
what this means is tliat th. royalty per book would be 500, or tliat just to va-pay the 
advance the. publisher would have to sell 20,000 books, 'fhat is an exceptional sale for a 
book, host sell fewer tlian 5,000,’ even those of large publishers. I know of no publisher who 
will advance more than 50/-> of their estii^ited sales, and most will not go 'that far, ihis means 
that 'the piblishar must anticipate a sale of 40,iXX) books to meet one of his initial terms. 

Do you h VO any candidates on this subject? How rational is hi, how nature? And what is he 
then roallt contributing to a major effort the extent of wliich he can’t even undertand 
academictaiy, as he says ho does. has no way of measuring its real cost. ^ can't 
understand either the cost, in the broadest sense, or the time required, and I warrant it 
is more tlian required to earn a PhD, hone of ■tliis was iu his nirid, and after 1 raised it 
gently noni.; of it remained in his thinking, altl-ough ho perliaps viould prefer to believe it 
did, i^is reactions and oomionts art. more meeuiingful tlian anything he will say about it. 

Aside from tho aurprisin^i ego and kiuo. of ego ho showed, I think I detected a kind 
Qf latent paranoia, une of the faint clues of this was rn liis r’oaction t#o one ol ity' efiorts 
to get hia to 'understand tliat he can't address and expect reactions on tiiis subject as ho 
can in other areas* Because a copy of WHI'iiiiyABil was by the side of ny chaxr , Ipicked it 
up ane read excerpts from the excerpts of some of the letters of rejection I got for it, 
fhey are short. Itei'eaQ them. 'Jhere are others like in, more than tliat many in writing alone, 
as you ;;ay recall, and an astounding nuiber verbal. I asked him if he ro(;^arded these as 
normal rejections, if they didn't require the writers run certain risks to pen them. And 
I quoted a few of the customary ones and r<!mindod him tliat all a rejection need say is sorry* 
His response was tb.t he lie believed load fal-:ed them, and not until he came to know me 
had he chiiingod his mind. He iiaun' t even thoiugh about it, not even to ask liimself if I were 
faking if i coulun't fatce bettex’ ana use more oxcitixigLy, as on tiio ouusido sack cover, i 
told hiir quite franlcLy that out of all my contacts with people, ixioluding a not inooasiderable 
number of op lonents, only one had even hinted at that* ft was Bong *^ohn, me whole things 
lon^j as tho day 'was tiring and emptionally dr a i n ing, kept me from falling asleep promptly, , 
and "one of the tilings I found myself wondering is wiiat conficts lie may have. Because know 
him to be a ™>n ofi decent anu. sincere concerxia, because I do like him, tills was all very 
troubling to me. And onu of the thoughts that suggested itself b. fore I dia fall asleep 
(and in those few liours i was awake several times) is tliat he may perhaps xiave a secret 
guilt feeling about having all the money he lias viitliout having done aiijr'tiiing to earn it, 

I am not sug,;esting tliat he sliould feel guilty about it, xmd of all tho people who could 
enjoy tliis accident of birth, of those with wliom f have Imd contact I can think of none I 
am hapixeir to iiavo sustained this fortunate accident, for he is a decent and condorneu man 
and is more likely to ake decent social ti^f. of part of it than almost any others, ft is 
not at all tliat I think it Is wrong, i don t, I txiink in come way he xiay and tiint this 
mat account for some of his liangups, several of which ■were easily detected ana one or two of 
which J- pointed out to him. 
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Thia leads to one of the things that may later bother him where 1 was as pointed as 
I thought I dared be, much loss so th^ what he actuHUy satd^-Juotified. he may at a later 
date be asking liiiaslef if without underatending it he was seeking a moment of wiiat others 
mii^t regard as glory at the enp<;n3e of a desparatoly poor man and ooulu do it only because 
he enjoys wealth. At first I was concerned only tiiat he id-j^t at soiae later tiCie come to 
think tnis way, whethor or not it is true, and how this could hurt him, 'iliat, aa 1 told 

his I wanted to prevent, I wanted him to tliink tlirough in advance, for I v/ould not be 

party to tinytlilng tliat could have thJLs consequence, I never returned to it, I know this 
cannot be a conscience intent with liim. If I tliought it for a moment I'd have no tiling more 
to do vjith him. But as tlie night lengthened and pressed its pain more, it td^dually dawned 

on me tliat tiiia cay be tile unconscious reality, ana tiiat does worry ue much, not tliat he ie 

conscience of this or does or could intend it but tliat it is the unrecongLzed underlying thing. 
If 1 decide in t'ne end that tiiis i;. tixe case, 1*11 gave up prospect of bringing the ..ork out 
rather tlicUi liave him have this later hurt. 

Let me here in part digress and note my previous and uniform e. periences with people 
of wcaitli. He is one of only two vrfio liave over iiclped me in any way, tiad helped pay soiae 
of the costs of getting tilings tliat in some cases I would not have gotten witiiout it toid 
in other cases would have gone deeper into debt and would liave gotten. However, despite 
the couple of nominal contributions of this sort he has made, my real costa in these joint 
acquisitions have exceeded his. Let me give you a couple of illustrations, one current. Ho 
really required a corrected copy of the third, meaning the new last part, of PK, Tliat meeuit j 
I had to Xvrox it, in order to protect it, it had to be copyrighted. He is the one who was 
subjecting it to jeopardy by talking to people about it and by showing them parts of the 
evidence of wliich I made copies for him. volunteered to pay this coat last time, actually 
computing wiiat for iiim is a peanuts expenditure. He laade a slight arithrietical error when 
he asiced hiiaself vriiat ore we talking about. Wow don't i;d sunders tana me, I 'a liiive had to do 
tiiis fuiyiiay, but tho immediacy oi' doing it wae caused by huii and iiim alone, do you know, 
at tliat time had you not sent me the S70 Jou owed me, I'd have been flat broke, Aft>U’ wo 
got tiiat, nil computed our cash resources, •‘•t war; a few days later. They tlien totalled L71*00* 
This copying had to be done from tho maati.r, the only sot that can be used in offset. That 
meant it required greater care, 1 iuid a hcoice between driving to Washington to get it done, 
wliere the first copy would liave been about 60 ana J- might have gotten the add44ional copies 
for 50, but in legal size tliia is by no me ns certain, I had a cliance to get it done locally 
for 51/20 if 1 dia tii • work when the iiachine was not in use. This meant a cash driving 
cost for me of uhat when one has more than ©71 is bej^ibible, about L2-3, imu it took about 
eigiit hours of my tine, I paid for it. It was about d52. He volunteered to pay for tiiis, 
but insteai. of leaving me a check when he was here and said lie would, lie said iie'd send it 
to me, jts lie l^ft he d-,.cided to make a Kennedy approach, and tiiis, as I wrote him, required 
tha an extra copy be made, i^e never wrote or phoned to soy no, so i made tliat extra copy 
to liave for tiiis purpose(he has liad no rtsaction or response of any kind), .dxen I sent him 
his copy I told hi:j ho ■ much it cost, 1 maue one passing rei‘ei\jnce to it again last night, 

Ho reaction, ne lias not r.-.-paid me.^uid -*• no : have less than 620 , 00 , When the lv70 d<,classificatic 
vjas completed, he' was here, “o discussed i.iy getting it and ho said he'd pay for it, asiong 
about how rtuch it vroula cost. I gave him a minimum figure based upon the loi/ost possible 
estliaate of the volume, t turns out to liave been about half of what was actually made 
available, and when he got homo ho sent mo only half of what ho had said he would. Or, 
about a tliiSdof tho cost. How he didn t have to oay any of it. It was kind of iiim to offer to. 
But tho reality is that he is kind of''Btingy, a comi:en c;iaract..ristic I liave found in people 
of real means, without exception. Bud owes me money, believe it or not, Maggie Fields, of 
whom 1 was genuinely fonij., aside from the later despicable accusations wc do not know iMally 
came from her and couldn t possibly iiavs any valid basis, for all her wealth never even 
thought of repaying me tile nominal costs of the copies 1 got for her at the iiroiiives, nor 
did she even offer me a couch in her quarterOmillion home when she learned I was in LA 
and witiiout a pad - and leanied it by accident wtien I was in her home. The people who have 
bec^n generous are those of nominal means, and when tliey have sent :ae small sums m have 
f -It very warm, Tlio tdjtal of tliea<i tilings over tho years fall short of what the critical 
com.unity owes me and that is not a great sum, Tne largest aongle contributor is a man I've 
never met, a retired, unletter, not wealthy auto worker wlio is also ill. I used to return 
his checks until he assured me he waa alone and liad no need for those sums he sent, I liave 




not hoard from him i.i tvjo years, 



oo i^ed has made a very minor contribution to a slefless work, ■‘•f we exapino this in 
W mean^gful tertis, as of this 'point it results in a net loss to me. He has taken about 
8 days of- my ttoe in person, and a fair amount in corresptodence tine, with hiti and wliat 
h^- req^red witn ouiera. There lias been a sli^^ht cost in ent-.rtainin^; him. In the tine ho 
taken from o.her worx: I could nave written a third of a book. Ho, in time, unless some- 
thin<i more than comn^' to know and liice him and enjoying hia visits comes from this, it 
represents a cost to me exceeding tha value of wliat he has contributed. ..3 you .mow. I do 

nn! W. But I am assessing the ucningful- 

nosa oi ti.at wnrch he has done to date and on balance it has been costly to me, only because 

I am so bro^e. I am dsitresaed tliat he has not given mo the money ho told me to snend, tlio 
money ho alone required that I at tliat time spend. I did not do it when 1 conplatcd the two 
® 1 01 the book. The first part w lted from the summer of 1967 until early 1969. 

and the second from the first of 1969 untU some tLjae in I970. (iind if we are assessing 
seUishneaa ^d selflessness, I g-avo the first part to Garrison, an. it is I tidnl; the only 
thing oj. real value tna t emer/jed from that disaster and I ^.ave the cscorid to Gyril and hud 
to use in the hallock hoariug.) 

T 4. 11 T letter, as it shows, perhaps should not havo taken the tine, but 

I felt 1 should iriform you of fact and of my feelings. I also felt that I should infom you 
so that you can, 11 you see the ne. d, be helpful to Hed, in ti e broadest but including the 
^rsonal some. I am disturbed, seriously, and in some ways distressed as he doc-sn’ t realize, 
ns of nov, all I can do is await developemnts. I think it liit. ly. this will abort because 
he, not I, }ias cjuuiged thu oonditiona of the agrecnont, 1 haven t changed an , and he 
conteasod a^rised at some of wliat lio culled my liberalities afid trusts and" a floxibilitv 
he apparently iiad thought impossible, I I decide it is in riis interest to end it vfMlo it 
is yet in tiiinc not/ to, I will end it. If tho conditions turn out to be tiiose 1 can't 
accept, 1 wni on that basis, .nd the u fortunate thing is tliat I have no way of really 
toowing whether I c^ accept what lie luis done until he completes it. He has suggested sending 
h^ ol It when ho is that far along, n© was supposed to have had th. whole thing done by 
two days Irom no ^id is far from it. Hau he stuck to hio knitting it would have been 
^ssiblo. It will be rough on boxh of us if the agreement comes to an end. It wil. onlv if 
OTnSuons conditions. Or in any cugor way, his role, wliich also is n.ally one of the 



with i also hav:,-- the feeling this lu.s led to some .cind of problem 

With iur> ,dfe. rhat slwiild not bo, but 1 tlaixk it ia, 

..V, des^te its length, can't begin to reflect all of what we talked about in more 

.Kan 12 hours. It ,;uvon you some ol' t.ue fact that comes to mind, some of my roaciions, some 
of .ly leolungs, iuid It is for and Jto you alone, i.o copies to aug'one, no talx to aiiyone. in- 
sofar as any vu-doorial hel.: yo .«y ofior his is concore..,,, u tidnic you snoulu hold off at 
least ^til you reau the j.inal part, iime probably won t permit a roix-auin .• of the e;!rlier 
^ts fa when it c^ help 1dm, And above all, if unu when you detect it, see if you cm help 
M.. control anu sjidcrstand. tto exalter cojicopt of self that he so clearly ana arrogantly 
splayed here last nigiit and early tKs morning. He may develop unneoossary problems. I’d 
hate t}uit to iiapiien, but I tliinic I sec the beginrdjigs. I hoiXi I'm wrong, 

^ou are busy and tMs reciuirea no resiJonse of you, I am jot saying don’t resuond, but 
^es uou feel a ,.^nuune no.d, don^t taue the time, het me add one more thing* I told }dra I 
ted gotten a non-resix)nsive response from Cyril tiiat was also iX-Tsonally offensive., ttet I 
te.. ^t txleu lo so iio could road xz if ne de ired, and ttet in answeidiig I had made a carbon 
for liim. e hau no interest. I also told him ttet Cyril still ted not sent the couple of 
xeroxes ho .lad promised on spectrograplsy and neutron-activation testing, I £ind it l;-<rd to 
reconcile this with his precipitate consultation with you and hia aubjoquent call to Six. 




